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THE, 


| Prbyiericn Dazan, Ge. 


N a Country where Liberty reigns para: 
mount, and the ſmalleſt as well as great- 
eſt Genius is indulged in the Pleaſure of 

appearing in Print, and admiring the Beauties 
of his own Performance; and where the Con- 
ſequence of being an Author, though but of an 
anonymous Six-penny Pamphlet, is very oſten 
being revered by his Acquaintance as a Philo- 
ſopher and a Scholar; in ſuch a Country, and 
ſuch an Age as this I live: And having a i 
oſity to look into moſt of the Eflays and 
mical Pieces with which the Publick i is con . 
ly entertained, eſpecially thoſe on eritical, philo- 
ſophical, or hs 1 Subjects, amongſt others 
which have — appeared, I have read with 
Attention and Satisfaction one intitled, An En- 
iry into the Doctrine of the Trinity, the Mi 
fon and Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt, the. Pre-exiſt- - 
ence of Souls, and t nee of the Body, 
the Author of which has pointed out and re- 
futed ſeveral Paſſages ia a Volume of Sermons, 
which-were preached by the Reverend Mr. E. 


and * une but e that he had 
| not 


(2) | 
not read one half of thoſe Sermons through, 
otherwiſe he could not poffibly have been in 


ſuch a-doubt concerning thoſe Gentlemens real 


Principles, as he appears to be in Page 24, 
where, after advancing ſeveral Arguments, a- 
gainſt their Notion of the Blood 12 Sa- 
tisfaction, the fiery Law, &c. he aſks them, 


whether the fiery Law having got full Satisfac- | 


tion to dll its Demands — and its being extin- 
gSuiſbed, is to be underſtood in reſpect to all 
Mankind, or only a Part of them. The Sing 
larity both in Sentiment and Reaſoning, which 
appeared in the Quotations, put me upon re- 
curring to the Original, and I have ſince gone 
throu 5 all thoſe Sermons ; and ſhall by way 
of Eflay or Speculation, on diverſe Paſſages in 
them which ſtruck my Attention, divert: my- 
ſelf with making ſuch Obſervations, as natu- 
rally occur to a Mind in ſearch. after Truth, 
not hoodwink'd by Tradition or Prepoſſe(- 
ſion. 

It is remarkable, that they who hold the 
Doctrine of Election and Reprobation are very 
apt to talk in an ambiguous Strain, nor is it 
eaſy to underſtand what their real Principles 
are; and when they are once perſuaded to 


on, they appear to be a Bundle of Incon- 
gruities and palpable Contradictions, = — 
ent with the Reaſon of Man, and derogurory 

to the Honour and Goodneſs of God hey 
are therefore under a political Neceſſity to — 


Art, and to * People over 
95 mates 


2 them out, which they do with the utmoſt 
| tl 


„ee # HORS en 


('3 ) 


inſenſible Degrees. I very well remember, | 


when the celebrated Mr, Whitefield was at 
the Summit of Popularity, and had more than 
ten times the Number of Hearers, to what the 


firebrand Doctor had who preached againſt 


bim, he prudently concealed his Sentiments, 
from his Epiſcopal Hearers, about the literal 


Senke of ſome of the chirty- nine Articles; be- 


well aware how much they were 


ing 
out of F aſhion, and as doubtful whether of- 


fering too haſtily to revive them, might not 
uite diſconcert his Meaſures, for ber inging back 
= Church of England to her farſt Principles 5 
and though he knew that every Brother Par- 
ſon, as well as himſelf, had —— or ſubſcribed 
to every one of theſe Articles, he likewiſe 
might know, what a great Man once very well 
obſer ved, that theſe. fort of Men are taught 
rather to obey than awnder/tand,* —— He did 
not therefore ſuppoſe that it would bo of much 
Service, publickly to jog their Memories con- 
cerning former Promiſes ; but when he entered 
the Confines of Scotland, and found a' Siſter 
Church who held the moſt important Doc- 
trines in their priſtine Purity, a Church, in its 
| original Draught, fo like his own, that at firſt 
Sight it was 3 poſſible to know wherein 
they differed; here he found an open Door to 
* the moſt inward Receſſes of his Soul, 
to unſeal the Book of Doom, and read the pre- 


ordain'd' fixed Fate of all the Sons of Adam. 


Whether they owe any of their Sentiments 


Collection of Pieces of Mr. 7obn Locks, p. 20. 
B 2 Wo 


ay. 


5 


| (4) | 
to the Severity of that frozen Climate, I will 
not determine ; but it muſt be confeſſed the 
Church of Scotland is more conſiſtent with it 

Fell, than the Church of England, in the Arti- 

| cle of Election; whether it proceeds from the 

| Members of the latter being greater Maſters 

in Artifice, or that they are really aſhamed 

| to eſpouſe it, I cannot ſay; but it is ſomething 

| extraordinary, and ill comports with Truth, 

| that any Church or Society ſhould be aſhamed / der 


IF or afraid, openly to own any Tenet they actu- me 
ally believe, and as ſtrange to profeſs one which to 
they believe not. 


I ſhall not enter profeſſedly, or at large, in- 
| to the Argument concerning Election and Re- 
probation, as the Doctrine has been already 
repeatedly refuted, by many able Pens; I would 
particularly refer the Reader, for Satisfaction, 
to a late ingenious maſterly Performance, en- 
| titled, Free and Impartial Thoughts on the Sove- 
reignty of God, the Doctrines of Election, Repro- 
bation, and Original Sin, and to A Defence of 
the Vindication of Mr. Foſter's Account of the 
Behaviour of the late Earl of Kilmarnock. © 

It ſhall at preſent ſuffice for me to point out 
a few Paſlages in the above Sermons, and re- 

mark a little upon them, as juſt now propoſed. 
| Weare told, The eternal Deſtination, the Pur- 
chaſe and Application of Redemption, is peculiar 
| "ONLY ſto the Elect; but the Revelation Gift and 
Offer is common to all the Hearers of the Goſpel. 

wn The Reprobate have as fair a revealed War- 

| . rant 


(5) 
rant to believe as the Elect have.“ In conſequence. 
of which mock Doctrine, he tells his Hearers, 
There is not a Soul of them, but that, in God's 
Name, he . offers Chriſt unto them, as if they 
were called by Name and' Surname :+ And in 
another Place, That the Reaſon of Mens (n- 
demnation is not for want of an Offer of the Go- 


fel being made to them, but for Want of their 


Belief. But then, at the ſame time, the Rea- 
der 1s to take Notice, that upon theſe Gentle- 
mens Principles the Want of Belief 1s owing 
to an over-ruling Fatality. I 

One would think, that to a rational unbiaſs'd 
Mind, the bare repeating ſuch Opinions were 
ſufficiently expoſing them. If I am not miſ— 
taken, it is a Maxim among Philoſophers, that 
ſelf-evident Propoſitions admit not of Proof or 
Demonſtration, The Mention of ſuch a Truth 
is ſufficient; to attempt any thing further were 
as ridiculous as it would be unſucceſsful. The 
Caſe is much the ſame with reſpe& to ſome 


Mens Opinions, the Abſurdity of which can 


ſcarce be more clearly repreſented, than in 
their own Manner of accounting for them. 
Upon cool Reflection, it is indeed amazing, 
that any rational Man ſhould give ſeriouſly into 
theſe predeſtinarian Notions. The Church of 
Rome, 1 think, has ſcarce equalled them; to, 
go beyond them is impoſſible. That there 


ſhould be any ſuch Thing as an uncondztional, 


eternal Deſtination, of the Purchaſe and Appli- 
cation of Redemption to a Part of Men, and to 
. * Serm. p. 117. + Ibid. p. 134. | 

| « Part 


(6) 
4 Part only,, cannot be true; becauſe! ſach a 
Deſtination would be mere Will or Caprice, 
not only without, but againſt Reaſon; and as 
I have elſewhere obſerved, if mete Will only 
was concerned in ſuch a Deſtination, mere Will 
may reverſe it: Nor can it be true upon theſe 
Principles, being in itſelf - contradictory. and 
abſurd, that the Reprobate hade as fair à re- 


vealed Warrant to believe as the Ele have. 


According to this, the Almighty has abſo- 
lutely laid them under a moral Incapacity to 
believe, and yet reveals a Warrant for their Be- 
lief: He condemns them for their Unbelief, 
and yet has made it phyſically impoſſible they 
ſhould believe. 


If any of them ſhould make Election con- ; 


ditional, and account for it from the Fore- 
knowledge of -Gop, it would be fayiag juſt 
nothing: Fore- knowledge can have no Influence 


upon Mens Actions; if they are not free, the 


Want of Freedom muſt ariſe from ſome other 
Cauſe than the Fore · knowledge of Gop; but 
admitting the Divine — or that Gop 
from Eternity knew all the Conſequences which 
would follow, from his creating a Race of in- 
telligent free Beings; that he ſees who would 
and who would not abuſe their Liberty; in 
what Manner every Individual would conduct 
himſelf, from the Moment his moral Agen ncy 
commenced, to the Day of his Death; and in 
Conſequence of ſuch F ore-knowledge deter- 
mined, that the Fate of each ſhould in Futu- 


. be 2 to his Behaviour: In this 
Senſe, 


e 28 S8. 


genſe, we may Alo. them an Election, but it 
will be an Election that will not free their 
Turn, becauſe it puts no Reſtraint upon a Man's , 
Liberty or his Will, has of Coaction 
in it, nor makes Gop a Reſpecter of Perſons: 

The Caſe would be juſt the fame as if no Ele- 
a tion was ſuppoſtd, or Fore- knowledge put out 
„of the ben., Whereas the Contenders for 
1 the Doctrines of Election and Reprobation al- 
, 
q 


ways conſider ihe Divine Being as having ſuch - 
a partial Reſpect to ſome, that he actually 
> -COMPELLS, them to accept of Salvation; and 
that no Immorality in their Conduct ſhall be a 
Hindrance to it; — the Reprobate, inſtead 
of having the Chance and Choice of uſing their 
Liberty, 15 they have any, it is over ruled by 
ſome foreign Agency, and they are made wick= 
ed and miſerable by Neceſſitj. 

Thus to Ahe Goodrak or Mercy of 
God, and ta-tepreſent him ſo arbitrary and; par- 
tial, is certainly making him the oe of Be- 

ings, and is a” Doctrine only fit for the worſt 
of Men; and again, as they reſt their Election 
to Salvation upon pavers Pleaſure only, and 
will not allow good Works to be any Condition 
of it, or 2 wil admit that 
good Works, in thoſe who are out of the Pale 
af Election, have any Merit or Tendency, or 
do in the leaſt contribute towards divine Favour 
or egy (as from their o.]n Writings 

ight at large be proved) they do thereby 
moſt effectually diſgountenance Virtue and Mo- 
ral 9 = make Gon not only the Ap- 
| prover 


(8) 
prover but alſo the Author of Sin; and there- Ar 
fore they are real Enemies to civil Society. * 
The Manner in which they evade theſe Charges, 
only ſhew the Inconſiſtency and Unreaſonable- 
"neſs of their Scheme, and their own Artifice in 
| uivocation. . | | a | | 
The Author already referred to tells his Be- 
| lievers, That be muſt think himſelf altogether fair 
| in Chriſt, at the ſame time that be is altbgether 
foul in himſelf z that one is the Reaſon of the other, 
and neceſſary to it; that his Deformity uus the 
Foundation of bis Faith; that the feeling of his 
| Deformity ſhould not hinder his Faith, which 
mut not ftand upon feeling, but muſt act contrary 
o it; Legalifts and Self-juſtictarits, i. e. thoſe 
who plead for the Neceſſity of good Works as 
well as Faith, are compared to Dogs, and pro- 
nounced worſe Enemies to tbe Goſpel of Chrift 


than the worldling or openly propane ;+ that the 1 
- Application" of- the. Goſpel is neither binder d y 60 
our Evil nor further d by our Good; that the c 


moral Law, at a Covenant of Works, the Belie- c 

ver has nothing to do with if it challenges 0 

him, he ſends it to Chriſt; t tbat uus are as liable to 0 

be damned for our good Works as our bad ones, &e. < 

Theſe are a few Specimens' of the Manner in | 

which your Ele& Gentlemen conſtantly talk; ſo | 

that they may well cry out in Exſtacy as they | 

i frequently do —— See . from this Doctrine what | 
5 a. happy and privileged Perſon the Believer 15. 
Mr. Wilſon himſelf, in his Remarks upon 
A Vindication of Mr. Foſter, Page 14. puts his 
Ser. Page 65. + Ibid. 83. || Page 98. f ibid. Ralph 


Erſkine, Page 192. > 
ef Antagoniſt 


. 
Antagoniſt upon proving, Where the Scripture 
claims, for Repentance and Amendment, a Part 
in the Honour of Man's Redemption and Salva- 
tion and yet it is aſtoniſhing that the ſame 
Gentleman ſhould have the Modeſty to tell 
the World, upon his Adverſary's inſinuating, 
« that they were againſt the Neceſſity of good 
* Works, that in the Opinion of ſome of 
* them good Works were abominable, Gc.“ 
that there is no Prodf of the one, nor In- 
ftance of the other —— when the whole of 
their Writings and publick Profeſſion are fo 
many Proofs and Inſtances of both. | 

It muſt be confeſſed, they are every bit as 
conſiſtent with themſelves, and with the Truth, 
in the Doctrine of Believing as in that of Works. 
Mr. Erſtine puts an Objection in the Mouth 
of one his Hearers, and anſwers it in the fol- 
lowing Manner: O04je&. Let me mint at be- 
* lieving as much as I will, I ſhall never be 
* able to effect it, if I be not among Gop's 
« Elect; for it is only they that are ordained 
* to Eternal Life that do believe. An/ This 
“eis an extraordinary Sophiſm of the grand E- 
enemy of Salvation, whereby he diſcourages 
* Sinners from believing in the Lord Jeſus, and 
* the Fallacy or Weakneſs of it will eaſily 
ce appear, by applying the Objection to the or- 
* dinary Buſineſs of Human Life: When 
«= Meat is ſet before you, do ye decline to 
* take or uſe it, for this Reaſon, that ye do 
* not know whether Go p has ordained it for 
«© you? Don't ye ſay, Meat is for the Uſe of 
>: « Man, 


(610) 


« Man, and this Meat is ſet before me, and 
te therefore I will take it? Ye don't fay I will 


* not plow or ſow my Ground, becauſe I 
* know not if ever Go p has decreed that it 
* ſhall bring forth ; or I will not go Home 
* to my Houſe, becauſe I don't know if ever 


© Gop has decreed I ſhould come the Length. 
c Ye would reckon a Man mad, or beſide 
* himſelf, who would argue at this Rate in Af- 


* falirs of this Nature: Why, the Caſe is the ve- 
* ry ſame. As the ſecret Decrees of Heaven lie 
ce quite out of the Road in the Management 
&« of the Affairs of this Life, ſo neither are 


* they to be at all the Meaſure or Rule of our 


* Actings, in the great Concerns of Eter- 
« nity.” 

The Objection here put, upon the Princi- 
'ples of Election and Reprobation, is ſo far 
from being an extraordinary Sophiſm, that it is 
a plain and natural Inference ; and the Manner 
in which this Gentleman eludes it, is a v 
good Specimen of the Sophiſtical Way in 
which they are uſed to diſguiſe the Deformity 
of thoſe Doctrines, which, when expoſed 
naked, and in their proper Shape, will not bear 
examining, or being brought to the light. The 
Sophiſm lies not in the Objection, but in the 
Principle from which it ariſes. It is true, up- 
on the Principles of Reaſon, Experience, and 


common Senſe, it would be accounted a ridi- 


culous Scruple to decline ung Meat when it is ſet 
before us, becauſe we did not know whether Gon 


bad ordained it for us; and we ſhould be apt to 
| Py. reckon 


(17) 
reckon ſuch an one mad or befide bimſelf; but 


this at the fame time ſhews the Madneſs of 


the Doctrine contended for. A Man's Actions, 
in the ordinary Affairs of Life, upon the ne- 
ceſſitatian Scheme, tis allowed, would be like 
the Actions of a mad Man. If the Scheme 
were good and conſiſtent, the Actions built up- 
on it muſt be ſo likewiſe. The Caſe is the ſame, 
(the compariſon is their own) in the great 
Concerns of Eternity; to reaſon in ſuch a man- 
ner is allowed to be Sophiſtical and Mad. The 


Foundation then of this Sophiſm and Madneſs, 


vi. the Doctrine of particular Election, can- 


not be Truth. If it is not to be ſuppoſed the 


Caſe, with reſpect to the ordinary Buſineſs of 
Human Life; that Men are tied down under 
any Decree of Reſtraint, either upon their 
Hands or their Wills, from embracing any 
tomporal Good, that falls in their Way: much 
leſs can any ſuch Principle of Fatality be allow- 
ed, whereby any Part of them ſhould abſolutely 
be debarr'd or render'd incapable of accepting 
the Terms of everlaſting Happineſs, when pro- 
poſed to them. To ſuppoſe a Man in the com- 
mon Tranſactions of Life, though he really 
unagines he has in himſelf a Power of Self- 
motion, and that his Actions are the Reſult of 
his own Liberty and Intelligence, abſolutely 
under mechanical Impulſe, all his Actions re- 
ſulting from ſome pre-ordained external Cauſe, 
ſome foreign Agency, would be making the 
Stage of Life a mock Scene, a continued De- 
ception, not conſiſtent with the Character of 
| C 2 Gov, 


(12) 
God, or the Dignity of Human Nature. It 
therefore cannot be true, even 'from our Au- 
thor's own Confeſſion, with reſpect to religi- 
ous Faith, and the Practices neceſſarily m_— 
it, upon which a final Decifion to Happineſs 
or Miſery turns. If we really, from what we 

in our own Minds, are perſuaded, up- 


find —=_ | 
on the cleareſt Evidence the Nature of the 
thing can admit of, that we have a Power of 


Choice, a Capacity of ſeeking after, judging 
of, and embracing Truth, a Power of ordering 
our Converſation agreeable to the Dictates of 
Conſcience; it cannot be true, that we are un- 
der a fatal Neceſſity in all our Thoughts and 
Actions; that neither of them are free, nei- 
ther of them our own ; neither can it be true, 
that any particular Pre-Election can limit Sal- 
vation to any Part of Men. A Man's Accept- 
ance or Non- acceptance with the great im- 


partial Judge, depends upon the Rectitude or 


Obliquity of his Mind, and that upon his mo- 
ral Conduct; and all theſe upon the Uſe of 
the Powers and Faculties wherewith Gop has 
endowed him, and the Opportunities he has 
afforded him. 

The Objection then before us, I ſay, appears, 
upon the Principle of a Neceſſitarian, not 
like the Objection of a mad Man, or one beſide 
himſelf, but quite rational ; though it is in- 
deed viſibly ſo upon the Principle of an Uni- 
zerſalian : which by this Gentleman's own Con- 
eſſion, proves their Doctrine to be only fit for 
mad Men, As to what is alledged here, and 
in 


rr 


— 


(13) 

in Page 152, * That the Coyenant of Grace, 
&« as it is in the external Diſpenſation of. the 
** Goſpel, is to be conſidered abſtract from God's 
ce ſecret Purpoſes, which are not at all the 
& Meaſure or Rule of Faith are not to 
ce be at all the Meaſure or Rule of our Act- 
te ings in the great Concerns of Eternity: 
It is true, the ſecret 3 of God, not 
being known to us (for if they were known 
they would not be ſecret) cannot be the Rule 
of our Faith and Action; but the dark Doc- 
trine inferred from hence muſt not therefore 
by any Means be admitted, There are undoubt- 
edly many inſcrutable Secrets with God, which 
we ſhall never know, nor does it concern us 
to know; but we may be very ſure, the moral 
Character of Go p aſſures us, that none of his 
ſecret Purpoſes contradict his known declared 
Purpoſes. If Gor Almighty, as they ſay, in 
the external Diſpen/ation of the Goſpel, has . 
fered Salvation to all Mankind without Diſtincti- 
on; it follows with the Force of a Demonſtra- 
tion, his ſecret Purpoſe, reſpecting that, can be 
no other but that all Mankind may be faved, 
if they will embrace the Terms upon which 
it is propoſed ; and theſe Terms muſt be with- 
in the Limits of every Man's Power and Choice 
to whom the Offer is made, otherwiſe the 
Offer would be folemn Mockery. But let us 
for once allow them the Suppoſition, that the 
ſecret Purpoſes of Gop, reſpecting the Salva- 
tion of Men's Souls, are not the fame with 
thoſe exhibited in the external Diſpenſation 5 


( 14 ) 


the Goſpel 
be by it. As the Purpoſe is a Secret Gop has 
kept to himſelf, they can know no more of 1 it 
than us; it is Gueſs- work in both. 


P. 117, Tis true indeed, faysour Author, 


” the eternal Deſtination, the Purchaſe and Ap- 


e plication of Redemption, is peculiar only to the 
« Ele&, / but the Revelation Gift and Offer is 


common to ALL the Hearers of the Goſpel; 
« inafmuch as the great Mr. Rutherford ex preſ- 
<« ſes it, the Reprobate have as fair a revealed 
Warrant to believe as the Elect have.” Here 
we have both the ſecret and the declared Pur- 
poſe of God; how they come acquainted with 


the former the Lord knows: What is contain'd 


m the Scripture' is the declared Purpoſe of Gon, 
and any thing further (except by a ſpecial Re- 
velation) muſt be Conjecture. Let us admit then, 


fer of Redemption in the Goſpel is common 
to all Men, 4 4 ſecret eternal Deſtination, the 
Elect only, or a Part of Mankind, are intend- 
ed for the Beni amd Application of it, the-reſt 
are to be damn'd upon all Adventures. The 
next Queſtion is, who theſe Favourites of Hea- 
ven are. That too is one of the Secrets of Di- 
vine Counſel, but yet they will readily tell you 
they are the Believers. Let us grant like- 


wile, that thus far they have gueſs d right, there 


is ſtil another Queſtion behind, and that is, 
what ſort of Believers. A Man's Orthodoxy in 
one Church makes him Hetorodox to another. 
It they ſhould ſay, as I ſuppoſe they will, "* 

tne 


and ſee what Gainers they will 


for onde, that though the Revelation and Of- 


8 rad 
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(15) 
the Ele& are thoſe who believe this Doctrine 
itſelf of Election, and that themſelves are of 
the Number, there I muſt beg Leave to differ 
from them, being very poſitive they can give 
no Proof of it, and gueſs the Truth to be quite 
reverſe, vis, that the Elect Souls, ordained 
from everlaſting to Salvation, are ſuch whoſe 
Faith in the Deity is, That he is a merciful, 
oc, impartial Being; but they who can be- 
ieve him ſuch a Being as to puniſh a Part of 
his Creatures, for Paults they never committed, 
nor for what they could not belp, and from an 
Exceſs of Self- love think tlemſelves deſtined to 
Happineſs without Merit; thele only are the 
Men that are excluded the Pales of Election. 
This Concluſion I think is as rational as any 
they can draw from the Principle of Election 
and Reprobation ; nor will they ever be able, 
how much they may flatter themſelves in theſe 
beſotted Notions, upon theſe Principles to have 
any Aſſurance of their future State. A truſting 
to that, is much more a Sophiſm of the De- 
vil, than the Objection juſt now mentioned, 
and has a much more ſpecious Tendency to 
cheat Men out of their Souls. t 

An Inſtance of the exceeding Diſingenuity and 
fallacious Reaſoning, theſe Gentlemen can be 
guilty of, to ſupport their Hypotheſis, we have 
in the Sermons before us. Page 101, Why, 
* ſays our Author, does he (viz. Go p) love 
* any of the Poſterity of Adam. He tells us 
* the Reaſon, Deut. vii, 7, 8. He loved you be- 
«* cauſe he loved you; —— his Grace, ig 2 
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© Good-will, as revealed in the Goſpel, is to 
© be believed with Application to yourſelf, 
for no other Reaſon but becauſe it is his 
e Will and Pleaſure.” The Reader will ob- 
ſerve, that what is here drove at, is to perſuade 
him that the Conduct of the Almighty, reſpect- 
ing Mankind, is upon mere ſovereign Will, 
without Regard to any moral Reaſon or Mo- 
tive, Beſides the Abſurdity of confounding or 
making Cauſe and Effect the ſame, the Text 
of Scripture quoted to ſupport that Opinion 1s 
moſt groſsly perverted. — He gives it us thus, 
He ved you becauſe be loved yt. The Paſſage of 
Scripture runs in the following Words, The 
Lord did not ſet his Love upon ' you, nor chooſe 
you, becauſe ye were more in Number than any 
People; (for ye were the feweſt of all People) 
rigs becauſe the Lord loved you, and becauſe he 
would keep the Oath which be had ſivorn unto 
your Fathers, hath the Lord brought you out with 
a mighty H and, and redeemed you out of the houſe 
of Bond-men, from the Hand of Pharoab King 
of Egypt ; and the two next Verſes explain 
illuſtrate the Senſe of the foregoing; Know 
therefore, ſays the Text, that the Lord thy God 
be is God, the faithful God which keepeth Covenant 
and Mercy with them that love him and keep his 
Commandments, to a thouſand Generations, and 
repayeth them that hate him, to their Face, t to 
deftroy them. Whether ſuch an Abuſe of ſacred 
Writing is more to be imputed to Want of 
Honeſty or Underſtanding, the Reader need 
Not be * at a loſs to determine; but what 
may 
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may they not do or ſay, whoſe Election has ſe- 
cured them from ſuffering for either? One thing 
Iwill freely allow, that if the Advocates for the 

Doctrine of particular Election, and their Ad- 
herents, are really the People, they are Eleed 
for no other Reaſon but that they are Elected. If 
the Almighty had reaſoned upon the Matter, 
when he was about fixing the Number of the 
Elect, and who they ſhould be, he certainly 
would have ſet nine-tenths of theſe aſide, and 
choſe others in their Room. But waving that, 

I beg Leave in this Place juſt to obſerye, that 
though I do not agree with thoſe who are of 

Opinion, that Matives act upon the Mill as 
Weights db upon a Ballance (being, I think, in- 
. — with the proper Idea of Liberty and 


Intelligence) yet, that any intelligent Being, 


much leſs the molt perfect ot Beings, ſhould 


act merely upon Will, without Reaſon, ſeems 


to me extremely unphiloſophical. I think it 
impoſſible, and an expreſs Contradiction, for 
the Mind to will any thing, without a Rea- 
ſon for willing, either by ſome: Judgment 
formed in the Underſtanding of the Fitneſs or 
Propriety of the Thing ;nclining the Will, or 
Motives without, working, not as efficient 
Cauſes, but Occaſions, upon it. Wrong Mo- 
tives, or falſe Reaſons, can have no Influence 
but where there is a Defection in the Under- 
ſtanding, or Corruption in the Will. This 
was not the Caſe reſpecting the ſupreme Lord 
of the Univerſe, nor could he be biaffed by 
any partial Conſideration. Election cannot - 

3s PD 8 


(18) 


ſo much as n without allowing Fore- 


knowledge. The whole Scene of Human Tranf- 
actions were, from the Beginning, in Idea 
preſent to the Divine Mind; and he prejudged 
of, or determined concerning them, as if they 
had actually been; ſo that in Reality what is 


Called Predeſtination, is only an Idea in the Di- 


vine Underſtanding, of a Chain of Cauſes and 
Effects, a Train of Events brooding in Fu- 
turity, _ | | 
The Goſpel notifies in general, that the 
* Vail is rent for you all; fo far as that Gor 
© calls and commands you all to come into 
<< the Holieſt by this Way—and if you do not, 
% you ſhall be damned for your Neglect of it.* 
© There was a Covenant of Works made with 
e the firſt Adam, and his Seed before the Fall, 
* and therein God was upon theſe Terms with 
« Man, db and live, and if ye do not, ye ſhall 
* die. Now as by the Fall of Mankind the 
Precept of Doing is broken, and the Penal- 
ty of Dying is incurr'd, and Eternal Life is 
<< forfeited; ſo our Salvation is impoſſible 
without a perfect Righteouſneſs ; a Righte- 
< ouſheſs of Obedience, performing the Pre- 
**-cept of the Law, and ſo entitling to Life; 
** a Righteouſneſs to Satisfaction, undergoing 
** the Penalty of the Law, and fo delivering 
from Death: the former is impoſſible to us, 
for we are dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes, and 
< ſo can never perform any Duty acceptable 
to Go. — The latter is impoſſible, for being 
* Serm, p. 184. * 
0 * both 
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« both finite and ſinful Creatures, we can ne” 
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ver give infinite and ſinleſs Satisfaction. 
The Covenant of Works being made with 
Adam, not only for himſelf but for his Poſ- 
terity ; all Mankind, deſcending from him 
by ordinary Generation, ſinned in him, and 
fell with him in his firſt Tranſgreſſion.— 
The Effect of this Fall is, that we are guil- 
ty of Adam's firſt Sin, liable to the Pains 
of Hell for ever, &c.+ There is a Cove- 
nant of Grace provided for the Recovery of 
ſome by Jeſus Chriſt or Gop having 
out of mere good Pleaſure, from all Eter- 
nity, Elected so E to Everlaſting Life, did 
enter into a Covenant of Grace, to deliver 
them, &c. Gop having, in his Eternal 
Decree of permitting the Fall, foreſeen the 
Ruin of Mankind, by the Breach and Vio- 
lation of the Covenant of Works, graciouſly 
urpoſed not to proceed againſt all; Man- 

ind, according to the Demerit of their 
Tranſgreſſion, Sc. He promiſes his holy 
Spirit to work Faith and all other faving 
Graces; and though this and all the other 
abſolute Promiſes of the Covenant ſhall cer- 
tainly be accompliſhed, and actually applied 
to the ELECT ONLY ; yet in the external 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, and Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Covenant, they are revealed 
and exhibited in a general indefinite Way 
and Manner, with an Univerſal Offer and 
Command to. all and every one that hear 


| Serm. p. 214, 215. 1 P. 15. f P. 216. 
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this Goſpel, to plead them, and lay hold 
<< upon them, that the Hearers of the Goſpel 
e may be left inexcuſeable that embrace it 
. © not, and that the Elect may be gathered 
in, MADE to believe, and come under the 
* Bond of the Coyenant.”* The Reader may 
judge how far theſe Paſſages agree, or jar wi 

one another; let us conſider them ſeparately, 


and ſee how far any of them agree with Truth. 


As to the firſt, tis in plain Engliſb thus, 
Gop has, by a ſecret Decree, deprived the 
greateſt Part of Mankind of a Power of going 
to Heaven, and yet by a publick Proclamation 
tells all Mankind they may go there, and 
moreover damns them becauſe they will not, 
i. e. becauſe he. will not let them go. 

As to a Covenant of Works being made 
with Adam and his Seed before the Fall, it is 
a4 mere Calviniſtical Dream, not reconcileable 
to Truth; no ſuch Covenant of Gop could 
take Place, or to any Signification be made 
with the Poſterity of Adam, till they came 
into Being, and were capable both of under- 
ſtanding the Covenant, and keeping it: The 
Covenant with Adam, it is true, was, do and 
live, and if ye do not, ye ſhall die. It was the 
fame afterwards with Adam's Poſterity. It is a 
Covenant of a moral Nature, of divine and per- 
petual Obligation; notabrogated, or ſet aſide 
the Introduction of the Goſpel. God Almighty 
requires as ſtrict, if not a ſtricter Conformity 
to this La, ſince that as before. The Language 

| * Serm. p. 218. e 
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of the Goſpel, as well as the Law, is, that 
Every Man ſhall be rewarded according to is 
Works * 

We grant, that by the Fall of Adam the 
Precept of Doing was broken, and the Penalty of 

ing incurred, and, without Repentance, eter- 
nal Life forfeited, by the Breaker of the Pre- 
cept; but deny that this is true in reſpect ta 
any but the actual Offender. -Whatever In- 
convenience might follow to Adam's Poſterity 
from his Fall, eternal Life to them could not 
be forfeited by it. One may beaccounted for, 
the other can not. 

If the Poſterity of Adam were, by his 
Fall, put under ſuch Circumſtances or Inca- 
pacity, without any Confent or Concurrence 
of their own, as not to be able, not having a 
moral Capacity, to conform to the Pre- 

epts of that Law which was given to Adam, 
and which he broke; in that Caſe the ſame 
Law could not be binding upon them, becauſe 
Moral Law always implies Moral Capacity; 
ſo that neither in this Senſe, nor in any other, 
can this Gentleman's Reaſoning be allowed ta 
be concluſive. 

That all Mankmd finmed in and fell with 
Adam, is a mere Dogma, not back'd by any 
good Authority, not proveable from Reaſon. 
Sin is a Tranſgreſſion of ſome Law. A moral 
Agent muſt be pre-ſuppoſed to fuch Tranſ- 
greffion; but that was not the Caſe with 
Adam's Pgfterity in bim (if they were in him 

* Matth, xvi. 27, 
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in any Senſe) and therefore they could neither ſe 
ſin in him, nor fall with him; - the Effect of la 
the Fall could not make us guilty of Adam's v 
rſt Sin, ſo neither are we 2 thence liable e\ 

to the Puniſhment of it—the Pains of Hell for oF 
. ir 
Allewing that Salvation it impoſſible, without 1 
4 perfect Righteouſneſs; a Righteouſneſs of Obe- - 
dience, performing the Precept of the Law, &c. - a 
the Inference muſt be denied, vig. That this k 


is impoſſible to us, that we can never perform 
any Duty acceptable to God, Nothing, in the C 
very Terms, can be a Duty, which is an Im- 0 
poſſibility. By the Aſſiſtance of divine Grace ] 
we may perform every Precept of the Law, 2 
every Duty acceptable to God, which he en- 1 
joins. It was by this Grace that the Patriarchs, : 
Prophets, and Holy Men in all Ages, were t 
enabled to do thoſe Things that pleaſed God, 
and in conſequence thereof were accepted of | 
him; and without it Adam himſelf, even be- 
fore his Fall, could not pleaſe God: He was 
dependent upon his — then as well as we | 
are now. 

As to what is ſaid of our Salvation being im- 
Poſſible; without a Righteouſneſs to Satisfattion, 
under going the Penalty of the Law, &c. and that 
being impoſſible to us, for being both finite and 
finful Creatures, we can never give infinite and 
fanleſs Satisfa&tion” — That the leaſt Sin is 
againſt an _ GOD, and infinite Authority, 
and cannot be expiated without infinite Satisfac- 
tion: The Author of the two Tracts, _— 

refer 
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refer d to, has fo fully and clearly refuted this 


ſenſeleſs Doctrine, that tis needleſs here to en- 
large upon it. It is unqueſtionably true, that 
we cannot give infinite Satisfaction; and tis as 
evidently true, that Gop never required it. 


Io give Satisfaction implies an Act; to give 
infinite Satisfaction would be an infinite Act: 


An infinite Act can only be the Act of one 


who has infinite Power, and even when ſo 


applied, I believe theſe Gentlemen will be hard 
ſet to explain or define, what an infinite Act is. 
The leaſt Sin being againſt an infinite G O D, 


cannot make it require infinite Satisfaction; but 


only Satisfaction in Proportion to the Sin. The 
Diſtinction of /eaft or greateſt Sin, upon ſuch 
a Principle, were abſurd; beſides, if every Sin 
required infinite Satisfaction, becauſe it was 


againſt an infinite Gop, then infinite Satisfac- 


tion muſt be made as often as there had been 


particular Sins committed in the World, Ar 


LEAST BY THE ELECT. What Mr. Wilſon 
ſays on this Head, in his Remarks, &c. vix. 
Who among us ever aſſerted, that the Merits of 


Chriſt are infinite in their Application? What 


we contend for is, that they are infinite in their 
Worth and Value, beſides its being almoſt 


explaining away their own Doctrine, is an In- 


ſtance how they will cut and ſhuffle, when 
pinched, rathec than ſubmit to Truth. I ſhall 
not take the Controverſy with Mr. Wilſen out 
of an abler Hand, but only defire him, next 
Time he writes, to tell us, how ve are to judge 
of Merit any other Way than in its Application. 

: | What 
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What further Part Mr. Filſon may act in 
that Debate I cannot tell, but I think his Own 
Reputation, and the Cauſe he eſpouſes, call 
loudly for ſomething to be done; thus far, in 
the Opinion of the Publick, the Advocate for 
Mr. Foſter has, in Point of Argument, greatly 
the Advantage of him. That Gentleman has 
handled thoſe critical Subjects with un- 
common Sagacity ; there is beſides a Mixture 
of Wit and Humour in his Writings, which 
adds Beauty to his Reaſoning. In one Place he 
is very farcaſtical upon the Author of An En- 
quiry into the Doftrine of the Trinity, &c. 
« for making too free with one or two of his 
* former Pieces, without fairly quoting of ei- 
* ther, when at the fame Time he had in- 
t troduced Mr. Lale in all due Form and 
« Ceremony.” The Remonſtrance is with- 
out doubt very juſt, and ſuch an Inſtance of 
Partiality diſcovers the Author of tbe Enquiry, 
Sc. to be as unpolite in his Conduct as he is an 
unfit Judge of Merit. All the World will allow 
Mr. Locke was a very great Man, and 'where 
the Affinity of Subjects will admit it, to intro- 
dace his Authority cannot fail of adding Weight 
to an Argument; but great as he was, he may 
be equalled ; the Author of Free and Impartial 
Thoughts, —of a Defence of the Vindication, — 
Cc. Sc. writes as well as any either of his Co- 
temporaries or Predeoeſſors, and conſequently 
as much Reſpect is due to him as to any of them; 
not the great Mr. Locke excepted. It is there- 
fore to be hoped the Gentleman complain d of 


is 
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is by this time convinced of his Error, and that 
for the future, when he makes ſuch near Ap- 
proximations to Brother Authors of the firſt Mag- 
nitude, he will pay them all proper Obeiſance. 
As to Mr. Wilſon, in my humble Opinion, 
the Appeal does not lie from the Pulpit to his 
own Congregation, but from the Preſs to the 
Publick; nor do I ſee the Service of Fairneſs 
of theſe Oratorial Detlamations, where only 
one Side is heard, and where the Hearers never 
examine the other Side of the Queſtion. I'll 


anſwer for it, without any ſuch Caveat, ninety- 


nine out of a hundred of Mr. Vilſon's Flock 
will hold faſt their Faith without wavering; 
will continue ſtedfaſt Retainers of that Original 
Nonſenſe which they ſucked in with their Mo- 
thers Milk, maugre all the popular or moſt co= 
gent Arguments that can be advanced to the 
contrary. But to return, 

If we conſider what Idea is properly convey- 
ed by the Fall of Man, and its Effects, we 
may the better judge how far that can be re- 
covered by the imputed Merit of the Suffering 
of Jeſus Chriſt, By the Fall; or by Sin, and a 
Tranſgreſſion of the Divine Law, the Minds 
of Men became depraved and corrupt; abſorb- 
ed in Senſe, and eſtranged to Virtue; inſenfible 
of the Excellency of it, incapable of reliſhing the 


Happineſs which flows from it. Heaven itſelf 


is not ſo much to be conſidered under the No- 
tion of a local Place, as with regard to the 
Rectitude, Serenity, and Enjoyment of the 
Mind, Now it is evident, what is wanting in 


E this 
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this Lapſe or State of Tranſgreſſion, is an in- 
ternal Rectitude, which can only be effected 
by an internal Operation. Paying a Debt or 
making Satisfaction, then, is not the thing, but 
Working a Change, a bringing the Chaos of 
the Mind into Order. Making Satisfaction im- 
plies Damage being ſuſtained by the Party to 
whom Satisfaction is made. In Strictneſs of 
Speech, the Divinity cannot ſuffer any Da- 
mage; and in that Senſe cannot want any Sa- 
tisfaction. . 

The Covenant of Works made with Adam 
could not be for his Poſterity, but for himſelf 
only, and (conſidered as a poſitive Precept) 
could in no Senſe operate in reſpect to them, 
until they ſucceſſively came into Being, and 
underſtood it, and the Obligation ariſing from 
it. Abſtractedly conſidered indeed, the Covenant 
or Law of God is eternal. We may conſider 
the Almighty as having conceived in himſelf 
from the Beginning the Idea of a Creature Man, 
which he determined in Time to bring into a 
State of Exiſtence; and at the ſame time, or 
of as old a Date, as ſure as this was reſolved on, 
ſo ſure would be determined the Nature of 
thoſe Laws which ſhould be given him, and 
by which he ſhould be governed, as has been 

above obſerved. | | 

I know of no Argument which will prove 
that God out of mere good Pleaſure, from all 
Eternity, elected sou to Everlaſting Life, 
but what will as well prove he elected Al. L. 
If he graciouſly purpoſed not to proceed againſt 
all 
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all Mankind according to the Demerit of their 


Tranſgreſſoms; let them ſhew why he ſhould. 
not, or did not purpoſe, not to proceed againſt . 
ANY : Only by the Way, they may fave them- 


{elves the Trouble of offering as Proofs their parti- 
ally culled and ſtrained Texts. In the mean time 
if I may give my own private Opinion, I think 
it much more agreeable to the moral Character 
of the Supreme Being, that he ſhould at laſt 
finally reſtore, and fave EVER rational Crea- 
ture, both Mx and Ax ELS, than that he 
ſhould pre-ordain, and by an inevitable Fata- 
lity ſubject any one of E1THER to Eternal 
Miſery. The T ran{migration of the Pagan Phi- 
loſophers may with much greater Eaſe be de- 
fended, than the Hell of the Predeſtinarians. 

If they mean no more than what they ſay, 
of God's having, in his Eternal Decree of lux 
mitting the Fall foreſeen the Ruin of Mankind, 
Ge. it is quite abſurd; it is only in plainer 
Engliſb to ſay, that God reſolved to create Man 
a free Being, and at the ſame time determined 
he ſhould not be a neceſſary Being. If he forefaw 
that Man would abuſe his Liberty, he muſt 
either determine to permit him to do fo, or 
put a Reſtraint upon him, or not endow him 
with Liberty. | 

Page 240. We are told, — that Chrift was 
plunged in the Ocean of God's Wrath, and sur- 
FERED ALL THE HELL that was due ts 


Sm; and yet if we conſult the ſame Author 


in other Places, we ſhall find by his Account, 
the Hell that is due to Sin 1s Eternal Tor- 
NO E 2 ment, 
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ment. How can TEMPORARY and ETER - 


NAU be equal? And moreover if Chriſt had fuf- 


fered all the Hell that is due to Sin, and if (as 
they ſay) it is inconſiſtent with Juſtice to puniſb 
' the ſame Tranſgreſſion twice, does not this prove, 
if 1t proves any thing, that all Mankind are 


hereby exempted from Puniſhment? 


Page 256. Let Armenians maintain at 


e their Peril, their univerſal Redemption, but 
«© we muſt maintain at our Peril the univer- 
* fal Offer: Neceſſity is laid upon us, and 
« Woe to us if we preach not this Goſpel 
<© to every Creature.“ The - Armenians uni- 
verſal Redemption is by much a more rea- 


ſonable and Chriſtian-like Doctrine, than what 


is oppoſed to it. What ſolemn Cant is it to talk 
of an univerſal Offer, when at the fame time 
three-fourths of thoſe to whom the Offer is 
made, -have their Hands tied down from ac- 
cepting it? And to ſtamp this ſham Commiſ- 
fion ſo high, as to ſay a Neceſſity is laid upon 
them, is I think Blaſphemy, if any Docttine 
ever yet introduced into the Chriſtian Church can 
deſerve that Name. Indeed he muſt tranſcribe 
the greateſt Part of theſe Gentlemens Sermons, 
who would point out all the Abſurdities, Con- 
tradictions, falſe Doctrines, and falſe Reaſon- 
ings, with which they are fraught. 

Page 322, and 323. The firſt Sin of eat- 
** ing a little forbidden Fruit, the taſting of an 
* Apple, had it not been for Chriſt's. Satis- 
faction, would have deſtroyed irrecoverably 


i all the Poſterity of Adam,” Who told this 


ſangulne 
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ſanguine Conjurer, that the forbidden Fruit was 
an Apple, he has left us to gueſs; nor what 
Reaſon he has for being ſo dogmatical in aſſert- 
ing, that what is faid of the forbidden Fruit 
is to be literally underſtood, does not appear; 
but that this Offence of Adam's ſhould entail 
Deſtruction without Recovery on all his Poſte- 
rity, muſt at firſt fight appear , monſtrous and 
falſe, to every one but thoſe whoſe imaginary - 
Election has taught them to believe Lyes, 
Page 325. © The utmoſt Human Reaſon 
can do, is but to think of Mercy without a 
* Promiſe, which is a very arbitrary thing, 
* and we ſee that Gop hath not ſhewed Mer- 
“ cy to the fallen Angels; for never was any 
c Devil converted.” *Tis granted that Human 
Reaſon can ſee no further than Mercy without 
Promiſe, and that in ſome Senſe this may be 
faid to be arbitrary, but not ſo very arbitrary as 
they would have us believe; nor is this any Juſti- 
fication of partial Promiſes. If God himſfelt is 
an arbitrary Being, that is, a Being whoſe 
Actions have no other Standard but Wirtz ; 
then to think of Mercy without Promiſe is 
a very uncertain thing, and, upon this arbitrary 
Principle, we are every whit as uncertain of 
Mercy, after the Promiſe is made; for ſuch 
an arbitrary Being can never be depended on, 
in keeping his Word.* But though Human 
Reaſon may of itſelf be unable to ſee beyond 
arbitrary and uncertain Things, reſpecting that 


* See the Argument drawn from the Sovereignty of God 
unanſwerably refuted by the Author of Free and Impartial” 
Thoughts, &C. | | | 

grand 


8 


nn n 
grand Event of God's Diſpoſition regarding 
the Souls of Men, Rx vNLAr io has (maugre 
all the Lure of PREDESTINATING DARK - 
Ess) clearly informed us, that God is not 
an arbitrary, but a good and merciful Being, 


and that he wills the Salvation of ALL Men. 


As to what our Author ſays about the fallen 
Angels, tis only an Aſſertion, without Proof 


| or Authority. The Moral Character of Gon 


is Love and Mercy; and there is no room 
to doubt of his Dealing with the fallen Angels, 
upon the ſame Principle that he did with fal- 
len Men, that is, according to their Crimes; 
if theirs were greater than ours, ſo would their 
Puniſhment be; if they continue wicked to 
Eternity, they muſt be Eternally miſerable, 
for Wickedneſs is Miſery. But as to the Fact 
of never any Devil being converted, it lies upon 
him that aſſerted it to prove. I think from 
Scripture, it cannot be proved, and it is not a 
ſelf-evident Propoſition, Popular Notions don't 
conſtitute Truth, | ; 

Page 497. © Oh! will Faith fay, Lord, I 
de have indeed finned, and deſerved thy Wrath, 
* and if thou mark Iniquity I cannot ſtand ; but 
f* here is my Relief, my CEE has done and 
ee ſuffered all that the Law required——and 
* *tis inconſiſtent with Juſtice to puniſh the 
* ſame Tranſgreſſion twice — who can lay 
any Thing to the Charge of God's Elect ?”— 
Why truly, upon theſe Principles, none can juſt- 


Jy lay any Thing to their Charge, though they 


really were (to uſe Mr. Erftine's Words) ugh 


Sinners, 


ws 
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Sinners, as ugly as Devils, and as black as 
Hell; they can ſtretch themſelves upon Beds 
of Ivory, and blefs themſelves in their Sins: 
but however ſecure they may think they are, 
in their /uppoſed Election, and imputed Suffering, . 
I ſtrongly ſuſpect that in the Day of Diſqui- 
fition, the Sinners in this Sion of theirs will be 
afraid, and Fearfulneſs will furpriſe their Hy- 
rites. | 
The Phariſees, in our Saviour's Time, in 
many Reſpects reſembled theſe Moderns ; they 
were as ſtrict Predeſtinarians as theſe can be, 
confined the univerſal Benevolence of Heaven 
to the narrow Limits of their own Sect, ex- 
cluding the Bulk of Mankind as beneath t 
Divine Notice. -I know but of one materi 
Difference betwixt them ; one placed the Cer- 
tainty or Signature of their Acceptance in ex- 
ternal Ceremonies, which were of no publick 
Utility, the other place it chiefly in Opinions. 
It is certainly true, that it is incomſiſtent with 
Juſtice to puniſh the ſame Tranſgreſſian twice, 
ſuppoſing the firſt Puniſhment adequate; but 
it is certainly as inconſiſtent with Juſtice, to 
puniſh one for the Offence of another. A 
Tranſgreſſion of the Law requires tance ; 
if then Chriſt has dune all for them that the Law 
requires, he muſt have repented. Repentance 
can only ariſe from Conviction, or a Conſci- 


ouſneſs of perſonal Guilt, and Guilt frem a 


Conſciouſneſs, in the ſame Individual, of actual 
Sin. Guilt then cannot be transfer d, no more 
than Conſciouſneſs; if Conſciouſneſs were trans- 
| | ferable, 
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ferable, perſonal Identity could not be aſcertain. 
ed; but it is as impoſſible to transfer the fame 
individual' Conſciouſneſs from one Perſon or 
Subject to another, as it is to make any two 


. diſtin& Bodies to be one and two at the fame 


Time. As Chriſt never ſinned nor tranſgreſ- 


ſed the Law, he neither could be conſcious of 


any Guilt nor repent. This Argument will 
operate equally againſt the Doctrine of Ori- 
ginal Sin, and proves 'that neither Adam's Sin, 


nor the Guilt of it, could be transfer'd to any 
of his Poſterity ; and from hence it will ap- 


pear, that the Concluſions deduced from Adam's 


| being à publick Perſon, or what they call Rex 


preſentative Head, is unintelligible Gibberiſh. 
There is one grand Inconſiſtency in the 
Writings of the Advocates for particular Elect- 
ion, which to my Apprehenſion intirely de- 
ſtroys their own Fabrick. Eliſba Coles, their 
great Apoſtle, whom moſt or all of them copy 
after, places the Root of Election, the great Bot- 
tom-ground on which it is founded, upon Will or 
Pleaſure, excluſroe to all things elſe, as being 
any way cauſal, contributary, or motive thereunto, 
— as to Human Performances —that 
Election always ſuppoſes a greater Number out of 
which the Choice is wot. and an arbitrary 


- 


Power in him that chooſeth —— that it ſhuts 
out all Works and Worthineſs of Men, from be- 
ing any way cauſal, influential, or motive there- 
tO —— that Grace and Works are inconfiſtent 
mn the Cauſe of Salvation not with Reſpect 


to Mens Deſerts, their Undeſert rather is an 
| a expedient 
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expedient Conſideration in this Act of Grace. 
How Undeſert rather than Deſert ſhould be 
an expedient Conſideration towards an Election, 
which is excluſive of every Conſideration but 
the arbitrary Will of the Elector, is what I 
want to learn; and further, Mr. Coles himſelf, 
and all his Diſciples, to evade the Force of an 

Objetion which they have never yet removed, 
in other Places acknowledge, that Faith and 
good "Works are a certain and neceſſary Conſe- 
quence of Eleftiom— as the contrary is of Non- 
Election. ſhould be glad they would inform us, 

how this Conſequenee ariſes, No Effect can be 


2 

but from ſome Cauſe, and from a Cauſe too that 
e is equal to the Effect. If this Conſequence of 
— theirs then is invariable and certain, it muſt 
13 flow from ſome fixed immutable Reaſon or 
1 Cauſe, If they reſolve it into the Fore-know- 
7 ledge of Gop, with reſpect to the Uſe or A- 


buſe of Liberty; this is giving up their main 
1 Principle, and contradicting themſelves. If they 
"we argue from Effect to Cauſe, and judge of 
C Mens otherwiſe unknown Election from theic 
Faith and Practice; this is making it conditi- 
onal,” and to all Intents and Purpoſes takes in 
the Works and Worthineſs of Men as cauſal, in- 
Puential, or motive thereto, Mr. Coles lays po- 
ſitively, that the Decree of Election is ſecret, 
and cannot be known to us but by the Event. If 
the Decree is a Secret, the Conditions of it 
muſt beſo; if knowing it by the Event is meant, 
a Judgment formed Rom our Actions, this ar- 
gues againſt them; if the Event refers to a fu 
ture State, when Reward and Puniſhmcats actu- 
F ally 
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ally take place, it is talking altogether in the 
dark, and only ſhews that they build upon Un- 
certainties, and draw Concluſions from Premiſes, 
of the Truth whereof they have no Knowledge 
or Underſtanding. '3 

Mr. Pickering has been quite uniform in his 
Conduct reſpecting the late Controverſy ; his 

Politicks bear a Reſemblance to thoſe of France; 
he has kept intrench d to the Chin in his Pulpit, 
and played with his great Church Artillery 
upon the Enemy in the open Plain; nor has it 
been poſſible by any Art or Stratagem to ſorce 
his Lines, or bring him to a pitch'd Battle, 
The Comfort is, that his Fire has done about 
as much Execution as did the Cannon of the 
Rebels at the Battle of Gulloden. 

Before I conclude, I would make a little 
Obſervation upon what has made ſome Noiſe 
of late, namely, Mr. Foſter's Account of the 
Behaviour of the late Earl of Kimarnock, 
it having been Mr. Foſter's Part to affilt bis 
| Lordſhip in his Preparation for the important and 
awful Scene of Death; and from his own Ac- 
count of all the Converſation they had tage- 
ther, it does not appear that he ever recom- 
mended to him a Reliance on the Merits 
and Interceſſion of Chriſt; This has given great 
Umbrage to many of his diflenting Brethren, 
eſpecially thoſe who reſt Salvation ſingly on 
that Article of Faith. To the latter I have al- 
ready given the Reaſon of my Diſſent; how 
much nearer the other is to the Truth, may 
be a Queſtion : but the Truth, I think, lies 
between them, 


I cannot. 


„ £15 nnen 


(35) 


I cannot ſuppoſe, in the Account Mr. Fifter 
publiſhed of the unhappy Earl, he omitted any 
ſuch material Part of their Converſation, as he 
is lain'd of for not introducing, he having 
been 16 very circumſtantial in Things much 
mote trifling than that, much more fo in the 
inion of many than was neceſſary, or even 
decent, in publiſhing an Account of the Be- 
haviour of a truly penitent State Criminal : Of 
what Service it could be to the World, or 
what Reputation to the Father Confeſſor, to 
expoſe the worſt Part of his private Character, 
and in ſuch ambiguous Terms too, that the 
Reader hardly knows what to ſuppoſe bad e- 
nough to be meant; of all this the Warld has 
taken the Li to judge. 

To Salvation, merely from the Me. 
rits of Chriſt's Suffering, is a Doctrine that 
Chrift never taught ; nor the Tenor of the 
Goſpel can never be made to warrant, But 
though this Opinion is carried to the greateſt 
Extream; and Extreams on the other hand 
may be, and often are gone into, if Mr. Fofter 
is ſuch a fingular Divine, as to think no Ad- 
vantage accrues from the Death and Suffering 
of Chrift, yet ſtrange it is that any under the 
Character of a Miniſter of the Goſpel ſhould, 
upon ſuch Occafions as that under Confidera- 
tion, not have it once in his Mind, ſo much 
as to recommend the Gentleman to the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Grace of God, the better to pre- 
pare himſelf for that awful Change; but this 
(tho no more ſt range than true) is the Caſe. 

i duch 
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Such is the Weakneſs of Human Nature, 


ſuch the Deceitfulneſs and Inſtability of the 
Human Mind; ſo ſtrong the Biaſs to the Plea- 


ſures of Senſe, ſo little Inclination or Reliſh 
for Enjoyments purely ſpiritual, ſuch as thoſe 
of Heaven are ſuppoſed to be; ſo depraved and 
debaſed is the Soul of Man, eſpecially a Man 
who has ſpent his Days in Vanity and Impuri- 
zy; that it is morally impoſſible, barely by his 
own Strength or Application, from any Con- 
fideration or Motive whatever, to withdraw 
his Attachment from all theſe, and fix his De- 
fire upon the Divine Being, and upon thoſe 
intellectual Enjoyments of another World. This 
Change of Objects muſt be preceded by a 
Change of Heart. And nothing but the pu- 
rifying awakening Work of Divine Grace is 
ſafficient for it. A ſtrange Divine then, and 
ſtrange Divinity, where this Grace has no 
Share. The Complaint is certainly juſt, his Con- 
duct is moſt conſiſtent with Pagan Principles. 
Happy for that unfortunate Lord, that the 
great Judge, before whom he has ſince been ar- 
raigned, would take no Advantage of the Incon- 
venience he was under of not having better In- 
formation, Nay, I am ſo fully perſuaded of his 
Penitence, that I cannot help thinking he had 
the ſecret Aſſiſtance of this Grace, though 
Mr, Foſter forgot to adviſe him to recur to it. 

As the Earl of Kilmarnock was never re- 
commended to an adequate Means for ſecuring 
future Happineſs; ſo he was left to make his 
Exit, without any Certainty of it ; the unhap- 
1 5 Ho PY. 
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Gentleman had ſtill this Clog upon his Mind, 
2 could not be certain —— to which he was 
only told (miſerable Comfort indeed !) F he 
aimed at Certainty in that grand Point, be might 
unneceſſarily perplex his Mind, Such a Cer- 
tainty was not attainable by any Perſon in bis 
tion. That grand Point was the only Point 
in Queſtion, and the grander the Point, the 
more need for Certainty. Such a Certainty may 
not be attainable upon Mr. Fyſter's Principles, 
but upon the Principles of primitive M ity 
I think it is. If he would not talk meretyFapon 
the Principles of Nature, but admit the Super- 
addition of Grace, he might learn another and 
a better Leſſon concerning this Matter. This 
Divine Grace, that can work ſuch a Chan 
in a willing Mind, as really to reconcile it to its 
Maker, can alſo clearly and certainly evidence 
to it the Truth of that Reconciliation; it is 
poſſible that it may, and reaſonable it ſhould. 
The Grace of God is ſufficient for it, and the 
Goodneſs of God is magnified in it. The Mis- 
fortune is, Mr. Foſter was out of his Depth. 
His Divinity it muſt be allowed is very ſhallow, 


but then he ſhould not meddle with Things 
he does not underſtand, . eſpecially as it is a 
Maxim to be found ſomewhere, that obere 
Myſtery begins his Religion ends, 
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